LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of June Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 14th June 2017 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:


Councillor Mick Cahill, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –   Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler,  



Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, John Duffy, Gerard Farrell, 





Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, Martin Mulleady,




Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly,





Paul Ross, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.




                                                                                                                        

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.




Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.





Mr. Terry Rooney, Acting Director of Services.





Mr. David Tubridy, Acting Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

JUNIOR SCHOOL WARDEN .
The Cathaoirleach referred to the Junior School Warden Competitions which were organised  by Longford County Council this year.  The competitions took place on Wednesday 14th June at the host school, Scoil Mhuire N.S., Newtownforbes.  Teams participated from counties Longford, Roscommon, Westmeath  -  10 schools in total.  
Councillor Cahill congratulated the overall winners on the day   -   the students from Scoil Mhuire NS, Newtownforbes and Ann Marie McKeon, Administrative Officer, Infrastructure Section.

CREATIVE IRELAND

The Cathaoirleach complimented Mary Carleton-Reynolds and her team on the Launch of the County Longford Culture and Creativity Plan and 2017 Longford What’s On Guide on Tuesday, 13th June.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 10th May 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 12th April 2017
as circulated, were noted.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The Chief Executive Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated with the Agenda, was noted.
HIGHER LEVEL EDUCATION FUNDING.
Siona Cahill, Vice-President for Equality & Citizenship and Michael Kerrigan, Vice-President of the Border, Midlands & West Union of Students of Ireland, gave a comprehensive presentation regarding the future of Higher Level Education funding. 
Siona and Michael referred to the insufficient investment in higher education which threatens the development of the economy on a medium and long term basis.  They stated that access to higher education, if it is to deliver the maximum public utility and return on investment for the whole society, should be broad based and without distinction according to socioeconomic background. Access should not simply be about getting more people into higher education, but about creating pathways for most people to access higher education. Siona and Michael referred to the case against student loans and in favour of a publicly funded third level education sector.
As the Oireachtas Education Committee continues to deliberate the issue of Higher Education Funding, Siona and Michael asked for the members support.
The Cathaoirleach and Members assured Siona and Michael of their support for publicly  funded third level education.

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Recommendations from Longford Municipal District  
Roundabout at Tomiskey, Rooskey.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that a letter be forwarded to the TII requesting that adequate funding be 
provided to maintain the roundabout at Tomiskey, Rooskey.

Parks Department.
 “That a Parks Department be established in the Infrastructure Section of Longford County Council.”
J. McKeon referred to the following Notices of Motions considered at the meeting of Longford Municipal District–
Councillor Peggy Nolan.

“That this Municipal District seeks to put in place a Parks Warden in the 
Albert 
Reynolds Peace Park (Mall), to ensure its continued state of excellence.”
Councillor Seamus Butler.

“That Longford Municipal District ask that the feasibility of deploying a full time, uniformed Litter Warden for the Longford Town area be explored”.
Councillor Gerry Warnock

“I am requesting that monies be provided through our discretionary/parking income to facilitate a small fund where Residents Associations of estates taken in charge within the Municipal District, not covered under the former Town Council Grass Cutting Scheme, can avail of a modest grant to assist them in maintaining the green areas within the estates. I am proposing a formal application process similar to our Municipal Grant Scheme be applied.”

John confirmed that these requests will be considered in the context of the preparation of the 2018 Budget.

Recommendation from Granard Municipal District.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly, it was unanimously agreed that the following recommendation from Granard Municipal District be considered, in detail, by the Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee

“That Longford County will give consideration to taking in charge a road where work has been carried out by a community and the road surface is in very good condition.”
It was agreed that this issue be referred to the Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee for consideration and brought back to the July County Council Meeting.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.
Planning Applications.
The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Minutes of Planning and Development and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee.
The adopted minutes of Planning and Development and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 20th February 2017, as circulated,  were noted

Framework for Town Centre Renewal.
Mr. T. Rooney, Acting Director of Services, referred to the recently published Framework for Town Centre Renewal. The framework sets out the key characteristics of a successful town centre and identifies existing supports and best practice examples from around the country.

The framework also includes an Action Plan for Town Centre Renewal which is intended to be a blueprint for towns and villages, guiding them through the three stages of town centre renewal: carrying out a town centre health check, forming a local steering group or Town Team that is representative of key local stakeholders and preparing a Town Centre Plan.
Councillor G. Warnock proposed and Councillor M. Sexton seconded that the proposed Town Centre Plan be signed off by the Municipal District members.

Mr. P. Mahon, Chief Executive, stated that the Local Authority has to consider setting up appropriate structures to maximise the sourcing of available limited funding and that consideration has to be given to including community groups/stakeholders to ensure that the maximum funding is received.
Update on Northern Quarter.
T. Rooney informed the meeting that the Sales Agents have been procured for the Northern Quarter.  The sales pack, marketing and advertising will be prepared during the summer and will be brought to the open market at the beginning of September. 
Variation to County Development Plan and Review of Development  Contribution Scheme.
T. Rooney provided an update on the two current Variations to the County Development Plan 

(a)
Encouraging new housing developments to connect to gas.

(b)
Setback Distances for Industrial Windfarms.

Terry informed the members that the current Development Contribution Scheme expires at the end of 2017.  A full review of the existing scheme will begin in the coming months. 

Update on Funding Applications.

Terry gave a breakdown of the current funding applications  -

2017 CLAR Programme



-           20 applications submitted.

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme for 2017
-
18 applications submitted.

Town & Village Scheme

  

-
19 applications submitted.

Nomination of two Members and three Directors to Backstage Theatre Clg.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock , it was unanimously agreed that Councillors Padraig Loughrey and Peggy Nolan be nominated Members of Backstage Theatre Clg. and Councillor Mae Sexton be nominated a Director to Backstage Theatre Clg.

Annual Report 2016 

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the amended Annual Report 2016, as circulated.
2017 Annual Meeting of Longford 
County Council.    

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly it was unanimously agreed that the 2017 Annual Meeting of Longford County Council be held at 4.30 p.m. on Friday, 30th June 2017 in The Village Inn, Drumlish.
Appointment of Ms. Niamh Donlon, Longford Chamber of Commerce and Industry to replace Mr. Fintan Mc Gill as a member of Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC).
Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor M. Casey seconded that Ms. Niamh Donlon, Longford Chamber of Commerce and Industry replace Mr. Fintan Mc Gill as a member of Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC).

Notices of Motions.
Skate Park in Longford.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor  M. Sexton  -

“I call on Longford County Council to apply for funding under the Outdoor Activity Infrastructure  Scheme to install a skate park in Longford.”

Mr. T. Rooney stated that this proposal was considered by the Council as part of the Outdoor  Recreation Infrastructure Scheme. Unfortunately it was not possible to identify a suitable location in the Council’s ownership. The Council will continue to try to identify a possible location with a view to submitting an application under the next round of funding. 

Projects for Funding.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy -

“In conjunction with each Municipal District and our public partners, PPN, compile a list of projects that will provide us with projects ‘shovel ready’ when funding is available, so as to be in a prime position to avail fully of what is available”.

Longford County Council will include this item on the agenda for the July Municipal District meetings and liaise with the PPN coordinator in relation to the identification of projects.                       

Public Area Enhancement Scheme.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor P. Brady          -

“That Longford County Council writes to the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment to provide funding for the Public Area Enhancement Scheme which assisted tidy towns groups in painting and enhancing derelict areas.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to  the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment.

Enterprise Center and Business Hub in Edgeworthstown .
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy -


“That Longford County Council apply for funding to develop an Enterprise Center and Business Hub in Edgeworthstown  which could be used to facilitate Business start ups, Hot Desks , Credit Union and ATM . 
Longford County Council, in conjunction with other USEFE members, is currently looking at the possibility of applying, under the Regional Enterprise Development Fund, for feasibility funding to support the development of high quality regional projects.  If successful, consideration will be given to including the feasibility of an enterprise space in Edgeworthstown as part of the study.    

Development Charges for Industrial Wind Turbines

The Cathaoirleach declared an interest in this item.  Councillor P.J. Reilly, Leas Cathaoirleach, took the Chair for this item

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock  -


"I propose that Longford County Council increase the development charges for industrial wind turbines from €7,190 to €70,000 per MW.  This would offset any decrease in revenue from the decrease in tourism numbers/revenue  due to industrial wind turbines and bring in a revenue of €6.3m for the proposed BNM wind farm in Derryadd." 
T. Rooney stated that, as outlined earlier in the meeting, the current Development Contribution Scheme expires at the end of 2017.  A full review of the existing scheme will begin in the coming months. 

Councillor M. Carrigy requested a recess of ten minutes.

Following the recess, a wide ranging discussion took place on issues associated with the Motion.

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor J. Browne seconded that the development charges for industrial wind turbines remain at €7,190 per MW.

A vote was taken on the proposals and resulted as follows:-
For Councillor Casey’s Motion 
  

Councillors  –  Michael Carrigy, Mark 






Casey, Gerard Farrell, Luie McEntire, 






Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan, Paul Ross, 






Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.




Total:
9
For Councillor Brady’s Motion

Councillors  –   Pauric Brady, John Browne, 






Seamus Butler, Padraig Loughrey and 







P.J. Reilly.



Total:  5

Councillors Mick Cahill, John Duffy, Martin Mulleady and Pat O’Toole were absent.

The Leas-Cathaoirleach, Councillor P.J. Reilly declared Councillor Casey’s motion carried.
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that six Public Liability Claims were received during May 2017.

Schedule of Uncollected Rates.
J. McKeon informed the members that the Schedule of Uncollected Rates is available for inspection at today’s meeting.
GENERAL.
Notices of Motions.
Bank of Ireland – Staff Customer Assistance.

Councillor John Duffy declared an interest in this item.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy -
“That the Council write to the Executive of Bank of Ireland over the withdrawal of Staff Customer Assistance in our rural branches within Longford County.

Training.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
Votes of Sympathy.

Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Cassidy family, Ballinamuck on the untimely death of Noel.
Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Marlowe family, Kenagh on the death of Joe Marlowe.
Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Walsh family, Lanesboro on the death of Niall.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
12th July 2017.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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